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romance with a focus on the LGBTQ+ community. You can expect news on my new media
releases, character profiles, reviews of other science fiction authors, current events
pertaining to books and stuff about me. Enjoy and feel free to contact me to give me your feedback!

Welcome to my first newsletter, devoted to my news about my novels, science fiction and
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(1) Updates on the release of Life-Line: Diversions

I’ve been working on the developmental edit of my manuscript for the past few months. The
original manuscript was finished over a year ago and sent to FriesenPress for its developmental edit. I
was very proud of my writing so when the edit came back, I was shocked. The general consensus was
that I had written a lot of telling and not showing. One of the cardinal rules of writing is showing not
telling for a very good reason. Showing uses description and action so that the reader feels like they are
in or experiencing the story. Telling is exposition or summarization to tell what is happening.

Example of telling: Albert was sad to see his boyfriend leave.
Example of showing: Albert wiped tears off his face as he watched his boyfriend board the plane.

Here are examples from one of my chapters where Seann is asked mental projection to take a seat by
Tam near Eros. Telling: [Seann, I know you are uncomfortable. I feel the same. Let’s find out what he
wants!] Tam projected. The other three men nodded their heads. Seann didn’t want to sit close to Eros.
He wouldn’t sit near someone he hated so he sat on the farthest seat possible. Showing: [Seann, I know
you are uncomfortable. I feel the same. Let’s find out what he wants!] Tam projected. The other three
men nodded their heads. With a bit of reluctance, Seann sat — as far away from Eros as possible.

In the first example, I was using expository to tell you that Sean didn’t want to sit close to Eros. In the
second example, the reader can see that he wanted to sit as far away as possible; or read between the
lines about what is happening based on context in a previous part before the action. The telling version
spells it out for you and there is no need to use your imagination.

Aside from the telling versus showing, there were a lot of inconsistencies and also grammar
faults such as run on sentences, passive voice, spelling mistakes and punctuation errors. It really
humbled me because these were the things that I’ve been teaching my students in my classroom to
avoid for years! Sheesh! It definitely shows that a good editor is worth their weight.

As I’ve been editing, I’ve also been thinking about later in the publication and promotion stages
so I recently wrote a rough summary of the story that doesn’t give any secrets away for someone who
had not yet read the first novel.

“Tam and the crew of the Nimbus are thrown into a conflict between three battling regimes bent
on conquering the galaxy. The crew becomes a pawn in a battle for possession of a treasure of
enormous proportions. Their only hope of escape is to solve the puzzle of the treasure and
outmanoeuvre the warring regimes. Cultures clash and misunderstandings abound as the crew
is forced to gather the clues that could very well be something more than just an escape route;
this could be the biggest clue to humanity’s origins or it could mean the death of everyone.
During their search, the Nimbus crew meets up with highly trained female warriors, sirens of a
new kind and conspiring leaders of the three regimes bent on using the Nimbus crew to their
advantage. Ancient relics, a mysterious derelict and a perilous new threat could be key to the
crew’s survival or their ultimate demise. How will they survive?”

I am hoping to have the novel published by sometime in the first half of 2025. Stay tuned for

more in the next newsletter!



(2) Character Profile: Seann Caprio-Elderking from Life-Line: Diversions

One fun part of writing is character creation. I started with using a friend as a model and
incorporated a lot of new things such as a hyphenated last name that is changed somewhat. Does the
character have any characteristics of my friend? Maybe, maybe not! Here is my character:

Seann Caprio-Elderking

Seann is a highly intelligent freedom fighter for the
Suda Trome regime. He is a trained mentalist and his
skills are honed due to his military training. He can
block out other mentalists for short periods. He also
has the special skill of pushing logic onto others.

He’s about 5’10 in height, slender but muscular
with strong and attractive features. He has a greyish
beard. Seann is about 45 years of age. He has a patch
over his left eye due to a battle incident. Seann is
queer as his people call gay men. He lost his male
partner, Glinter in the war between the three regimes.

He is a pilot so his right eye has ocular implants to
help compensate for the loss of his eye. He is
trained in military style, weapons expert and hand-
to-hand combat. He has an automaton called Omni
installed on his Valhalla Mark V space fighter.

Seann is a very talented musician capable of playing
music from memory as he has a photographic
memory.
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(3) Updates on my escapades!

Recently, I went to Provincetown for Bear Week. I was there for 10 fun-filled days. Since I
retired recently from 30 years of teaching, I wanted to treat myself. There’s nothing like experiencing
Provincetown during Bear Week! Dancing at the Boatslip is one of my favourite things! Yes, I’m in the
dancing picture!




At Otter Cottage where I live in Nova Scotia, I’ve been working on my gardens, painting
verandah accessories, working on Life-Line: Diversions as well as walking everyday with Finn, my
Border Collie. I also participated in a book fair in Moncton, New Brunswick. Life is good!
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(4) Areview of Stoway’s Luck & Other Tales by Peter J. Foote
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PETFR J. FOOTE

An imaginative yarn of a
Viking ship that flies on the
wind, a stowaway with the
“Touch” and menacing flying
dragons plying the winds.
Definitely worth reading!
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I met Peter at a book fair in Moncton, New Brunswick on July 22, 2024. He’s a dynamic
writer full of energy. I found him outgoing and very engaging so, I bought his book
Stowaway’s Luck & Other Stories from him, which he signed. He also bought a copy of
my book!

I wanted to highlight his work and suggest that you check out his list of books! For this
newsletter, I review the short story of the book’s name sake, Stowaway’s Luck. There’s a
stowaway in Life-Line: Origins so I thought I would read it first. The first thing that I
noticed was the story is written in present tense, very different from 3™ person past tense.

This is the story of a dragon ship that flies with a balloon made of dragon skin and the
oars are tipped with dragon wings. In fact, many parts of the ship come from dragon
parts. It is a Viking ship with a Viking crew that flies the skies trying avoid dragons that
most likely wish revenge for their brethren being used for boat parts. The Captain, Ylva,
has the “touch” which allows her to see auras around people and things. The crew
discovers a young girl stowaway, and fear arises as the crew feels that the child will
attract the dragons with her youth.

I won’t tell you the end of the story, but know this — There be dragons in the skies!
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(5) Alist of science fiction books with 2SLGBTQIA+ Characters

One of the reasons I wrote Life-Line: Origins was because I felt there were not enough
characters from my community. Things are changing so here is a list of books to check out...

A Different Light by Elizabeth A. Lynn

Published in 1978, has bisexual characters. Space adventure with intrigue. I read this years
ago after finding it in a bookstore, quite by accident.

The Left Hand of Darkness by Ursula K. L.e Guin | A summary from Amazon: “A lone human ambassador is sent to the icebound planet of

Winter, a world without sexual prejudice, where the inhabitants’ gender is fluid. His goal is
to facilitate Winter’s inclusion in a growing intergalactic civilization. But to do so he must
bridge the gulf between his own views and those of the strange, intriguing culture he
encounters.” I read this years ago. Great book and way ahead of its time.

Through the Valley of the Nest of Spiders by A partial summary from Amazon: Samuel R. Delany’s novel Through the Valley of the

Samuel R. Delany

Nest of Spiders—explicit, poetic, philosophical, and, yes, shocking—propels readers into a
gay sexual culture unknown to most urban gay men and women, a network of rural gay
relations—with the twist that this one is supported by the homophile Kyle Foundation,
started in the early 1980s by a black multi-millionaire, Robert Kyle IIL, to improve the
lives of black gay men.

Stranger in a Strange Land by Robert A. Heinlein | An Goodreads partial summary: “Valentine Michael Smith is a human being raised on

Mars, newly returned to Earth. Among his people for the first time, he struggles to
understand the social mores and prejudices of human nature that are so alien to him, while
teaching them his own fundamental beliefs in grokking, water sharing, and love.”

Bending the Landscape: Science edited by Nicola |An anthology of original gay and lesbian science fiction. I bought this about 10 years ago.

Griffith and Stephen Pagel

Great set of stories.
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https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/91411072-stowaway-s-luck-other-tales
https://www.amazon.ca/Bending-Landscape-Original-Lesbian-Writing/dp/0879518561
https://www.amazon.ca/Bending-Landscape-Original-Lesbian-Writing/dp/0879518561
https://www.amazon.ca/Bending-Landscape-Original-Lesbian-Writing/dp/0879518561
https://www.amazon.ca/Stranger-Strange-Land-Robert-Heinlein/dp/0441790348
https://www.amazon.ca/Stranger-Strange-Land-Robert-Heinlein/dp/0441790348
https://www.amazon.ca/Stranger-Strange-Land-Robert-Heinlein/dp/0441790348
https://www.amazon.ca/Through-Valley-Spiders-Samuel-Delany/dp/193683314X
https://www.amazon.ca/Through-Valley-Spiders-Samuel-Delany/dp/193683314X
https://www.amazon.ca/Through-Valley-Spiders-Samuel-Delany/dp/193683314X
https://www.amazon.ca/Through-Valley-Spiders-Samuel-Delany/dp/193683314X
https://www.amazon.ca/Left-Hand-Darkness-Ursula-LeGuin/dp/0441478123
https://www.amazon.ca/Left-Hand-Darkness-Ursula-LeGuin/dp/0441478123
https://www.amazon.ca/Left-Hand-Darkness-Ursula-LeGuin/dp/0441478123
https://www.amazon.ca/Different-Light-Elizabeth-Lynn/dp/0441007902
https://www.amazon.ca/Different-Light-Elizabeth-Lynn/dp/0441007902
https://www.amazon.ca/Different-Light-Elizabeth-Lynn/dp/0441007902

(6) Links

My website www.grantedwardmiller.ca

My email grantedwardmiller@gmail.com

FaceBook https://www.facebook.com/Life.Line.Grant.Miller/

Instagram https://www.instagram.com/grantedwardmiller/

Goodreads https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/29728790.Grant Edward Miller

FriesenPress link for my book

https://books.friesenpress.com/store/title/119734000171175113

Amazon Canada link for my book

https://www.amazon.ca/Life-I.ine-Origins-Grant-Edward-Miller/dp/
1039146988

Amazon USA link for my book

https://www.amazon.com/Life-I.ine-Origins-Grant-Edward-Miller/dp/
1039146996/

My Reedsy Profile

https://reedsy.com/discovery/user/grantmiller

Peter J. Foote on Goodreads

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/704574.Peter J Foote

(7) Final words
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Thank you for reading my first newsletter. Please feel free to contact me to let me know what
you think. Maybe you would like to hear about other things in my novels or my take on things in the

world of science fiction?

I’ll keep you posted on updates about Life-Line: Diversions and more news from the world of

science fiction! See you soon!
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Any sufficiently advanced
technology is indistinguishable from
magic.

Arthur C. Clarke

AZQUOTES

As our own species is in
the process of proving,
one cannot have superior
science and inferior morals.
! The combination is unstable
and self-destroying.
Arthur C. Clarke

AW
More science quotes at Today in Science History® todayinsci.com

If you wish to unsubscribe from my newsletter (Sad to see you go...) please email me at grantedwardmiller@gmail.com and

put the unsubscribe in the subject line.
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